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Area Media (Dallas, Madison, Polk & Warren Counties) Feb. 14, 1986

AMES, IOWA - Plans are nearly complete for handling traffic in the

West Des Moines,, Windsor Heights and Des Moines area this year while Inter-

state 235 is being improved.

The $6 million improvement of I-235 involves the adding of one lane

in each direction and widening of six bridges between Eighth Street in West

Des

The

The

Moines (73rd Street in Windsor Heights) and 63rd Street in Des Moines.

construction will close I-235 entrance and exit ramps at various times.

ramp onto eastbound I-235 at Eighth Street will be closed during most

of the construction season, and the westbound off-ramp at 63rd Street will be

closed during one stage of the work. Signs will be placed on Windsor Heights,

West Des Moines and Des Moines streets to help motorists find alternate routes

to open eastbound I-235 entrance ramps.

During construction the shoulders and one traffic lane will be used to

maintain two lanes of traffic in each direction, but motorists are encouraged

to use other routes, especially durinq the rush hours. Further, signs will be

put up at each end of I-235 encouraging through traffic to use I-80/35.

In case of an accident in the work area which would tie up traffic, the

DOT is placing signs which can be quickly put into use to warn motorists to

take other routes. Off-duty police officers will be stationed in the work

area during most of the working hours, and a special vehicle will be used for

initial responses to accidents. If traffic is blocked in the construction

area, eastbound vehicles will be diverted off I-235 at 22nd Street; westbound

vehicles will be diverted at 56th Street.
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I-235 WIDENING
INCIDENT MANAGEMENT

1986 CONSTRUCTION SEASON

An urban freeway incident could be caused by a spill, vehicle breakdown,
accident or any other event that causes congestion and delay by restricting
normal traffic flow. They create traffic congestion and delay resulting in
increased fuel consumption, emission of air pollutants and loss of productive
time.

While I-235 is being widened from west of 8th Street West Des Moines/73rd
Street Windsor Heights to east of 63rd Street in Des Moines there will be
periods when the lane and shoulder widths are restricted. During these times,
should incidents occur, they are likely to have a greater than normal effect
on the flow of traffic.

Several steps are being planned to minimize the impact of incidents in the
project area. Each of these steps is included in one or more of the following
three phases of activity which take place after an incident has occurred.

1. Detection activities, which are undertaken to determine if an
incident has occurred, its location, and what services are required.

2. Response activities, which include reaching the incident site quickly
with the correct services.

3. Clearance activities, which are undertaken to remove the incident
from the freeway.

The primary responsibility for responding to incidents normally lies with the
Police Department of the city in which the incident occurs. Since the project
lies in three cities, close cooperation will be required of the three police
departments to ensure timely response. They have agreed to assist each other
to the extent that limitations of logistical components will allow. These
efforts may be supplemented by assistance from the Polk County Sheriffs
Department and/or the Iowa State Patrol.

The contractor will provide an incident response vehicle which will be
stationed within the project area. It and an operator will be available to
quickly assist with removal of incidents from the freeway. An off-duty
uniformed police officer will be on duty during working hours up to twelve
hours per day except on Sunday. These personnel will be responsible for
incident detection, and determining the initial response necessary, which may
include telephone or radio requests for further assistance. The off duty
police officer scheduling will be handled by the Windsor Heights Police
Department. The contractor will Provide 24 hour per day service to the
traffic contra’ devices; this Person will also be able to provide quick
detection and reporting of incidents.

To assist with the reporting and response processes a sketch has been prepared
which divides the project area into zones. The person reporting the incident
can do so by zone as well as by a verbal description. A copy of the zone map
is attached.
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An extensive signing system will be utilized to reduce the number of vehicles
using the freeway through the project. Signs will be placed on all four
approaches to the I-235 interchanges with I-35/80 to discourage thru traffic
from using I-235. Signing wil1 also be used to discourage over width load
traffic from using the freeway through the project. During most of the
project the 8th Street West Des Moines/73rd Street Windsor Heights eastbound
entrance ramp will be closed; signs will be provided-directing traffic to use
63rd Street or 56th Street as access routes to l-235. Traffic from a small
area of West Des Moines will be directed to the 22nd Street entrance ramp. A
copy of the closed ramp alternate route signing map is attached.

During most incidents an attempt, will be made to maintain or quickly restore
at least one lane traffic flow past the incident. If traffic is blocked a
diversion will be initiated at 22nd Street for EB traffic or 56th Street for
WB traffic. Signs for the diversion will be in place and covered. Iowa D.0.T
maintenance personnel will uncover the signs and place barricades and cones to
establish the closure. Alternate route signing will be placed and covered by
Iowa D.O.T. maintenance personnel and uncovered my the local police departments
when needed. A copy of the diverted traffic alternate route signing map is
attached.

If the closure is expected to last for an hour or more changeable message
signs will be sent to the east I-35/80 junction or the west I-35/80 junction
Their messages will reinforce the fixed message signs which will be in place
to discourage thru traffic from using I-235. Messages to be used are shown on
an attached sheet.

Good communication is essential to expedient handling of capacity reducing
freeway incidents. A list of those who might have a role in incident
detection, response or clearance is attached.
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IR-235-2(180)79--12-77

Reporting of Accidents/Incidents

There will be a telephone located in the office trailer of
Cramer Bras, under the 8th Street Bridge.

If hazardous chemicals are involved, call the following
numbers in order

911 Police/Fire/Rescue

281-8694 Dept. of Water, Air and Waste Management
(24 hours/day)

262-5692 Des Moines Residency
(8 a-m. to 4:30 p.m.)

265-1614 Des Moines Residency (Maintenance)
(24 hours/day)

Otherwise call

911 Police/Fire/Rescue

262-5692 Des Moines Residency

265-1614 Des Moines Residency (Maintenance)
(24 hours/day)
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IR-235-2(180)79--12-77

If traffic becomes blocked due to an accident or other incident on
I-235, and the closure is expected to last for an hour or more,
changeable message signs will be sent to the east or west I-35/I-80/
I-235 interchange.

MESSAGES TO BE DISPLAYED

West of
West Jct.

l-235
CLOSED

At 22nd
STREET

THRU
TRAFFIC
USE I-80

South of
West Jct.

I-235
CLOSED

At 22nd
STREET

THRU
TRAFFIC
USE I-35

East of
East Jct.

I-235
CLOSED

At 56th
STREET

THRU
TRAFFIC
USE I-80

North of
East Jct.

I-235
CLOSED

At 56th
STREET

THRU
TRAFFIC
USE I-35

  
 

 
  


